1924-1925                CHAPTER XXX
LABOUR IN POWER
WHEN the election of November, 1923, was over, it was plain that Mr. Baldwin's Government could not go on, but for some time it was very uncertain what Government could take its place. The Free Trade majority was composed of 191 Labour and 158 Liberal members. The Coalition and Independent Liberals had reunited to defend Free Trade, and Mr. Asquith, who had come back to Parliament as member for Paisley, had issued a joint manifesto with Mr. Lloyd George on the eve of the election. But the Labour party had in recent years made a special point of its complete independence of the Liberal party, and had proclaimed a Socialist doctrine which an many respects was in conflict with Liberal ideas. The question now was whether it would waive or postpone these points of conflict and seek common ground on which it could form a Government and carry on with the support of Liberals.
There was great alarm in certain circles at the prospect of the Labour party corning to power, and during the interval after the election Mr. Asquith was approached from many quarters and promised Conservative support if he would form a Government and avert this supposed disaster. But he felt strongly that it would be contrary to the public interest and against the spirit of the Constitution for the two older parties to join together to deprive the third party of an opportunity which rightly belonged to it in virtue of its numbers, and which could only be questioned because it was a Labour or Socialist party. He felt also that he would be in a false position if he took office dependent on Conservative support, and Mr. Baldwin in a still falser one if, after having assured the country that he could not carry on without Protection, he were to continue in office with Liberal support after having been denied the use of that remedy.
281ished beggars, suppressed secret societies, instituted useful public works, and made a brave outward show, which had led many visitors to the country to testify to the virtues of Fascism.   Whether he has increased the w*^1' and happiness of his country, or reconciled its ™ the submission which his system requires, are o" can scarcely be answered in the afescnr- ^f other free  institutions, which would to be made known.   In judging theseT   n                                                                                                                                                                             *'"""1^»»'»PV»»f!«T»iW»»"i '"it was supported by 106 Liberal members.
